
Proudly Supporting



From 2004 to today, the cancer services at 
Monash Children’s Hospital have been 
dramatically transformed thanks to 
community generosity and the support 
drawn from one little boy’s short and 
inspirational cancer journey. 

Bailey Tessier was just two years old when he 
was diagnosed with an aggressive brain cancer.  
Despite chemotherapy and a determined fight, 
he sadly died in July 2004 aged two and a half.

an invitation 
to become part 
of the story
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From this tragedy, Bailey’s family 
initiated an annual fundraising golf 
day, lunch and auction, named 
Bailey’s Day. In the subsequent years 
Bailey’s Day has supported vital 
medical positions and research at 
Monash Children’s Cancer Centre.   
 
In fact 17 oncologists have been 
trained thanks to Bailey’s Day and the 
Bailey’s Day alumni are now making a 
substantial impact on the lives of 
children with cancer around the world.  

With your support, we can continue to 
enhance cancer services for children, 
impacting hundreds of families today 
and into the future.
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While Bailey was being treated, the 
Tessier family was aware that due 
to a lack of sufficient funding, only 
one oncologist – Dr Peter Downie 
– was employed. In addition to this, 
his time was divided between 
Monash Children’s Cancer Centre 
and the Royal Children’s Hospital 
Cancer Centre, meaning that 
children with cancer at Monash 
were only being treated two and a 
half days a week.

Patrick Tessier’s stand-out memory of 
their hospital experience was seeing that 
the doctor was under pressure all the 
time, simply because there was only 
one. He was determined that Bailey’s 
Day would change that.

Over the past 17 years Bailey’s Day  
has raised over $3.5 million. This funding 
has enabled the training of 17 specialist 
oncologists and has provided annual 
funding for an Oncology Fellow.  The 
event has also funded important 
research programs into brain tumours 
and solid tumours.

FROM A LONE ONCOLOGIST 
TO AN INTEGRATED TEAM
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“In 2004 Bailey’s journey at 
Monash began in a makeshift 
facility out the back of the 
children’s ward, there wasn’t 
much at all. Thanks to the 
heartfelt generosity of many, 
the Monash Children’s Cancer 
Centre is now a leading 
facility in the treatment of 
children’s cancer. It is 
amazing the difference a day 
can make.”

–Patrick Tessier

Dr Downie now leads a 
multi-disciplinary team of over  
25 experts, including oncologists, 
specialist nurses, pharmacists, 
dieticians, psychologists, social 
workers, child life therapists and 
researchers. The unit treats around  
75 children every year, every day of  
the week.
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Dr Peter Downie is the head of the 
paediatric haematology-oncology unit for 
Monash Children’s Hospital, where he 
treats children with all types of cancer, as 
well as other children who have blood 
diseases that are not leukaemia. Dr 
Downie is also the Director of the Monash 
Children’s Cancer Centre, and the Medical 
Director of the Victorian state-wide 
paediatric integrated cancer service 
long-term follow-up program.  

THE IMPACT OF 
BAILEY’S DAY 
CHANGING LIVES THROUGH A CLINICAL 
FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM
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The COVID pandemic has provided Dr 
Downie and his team with extra 
challenges; keeping patients safe, and 
making sure they get the very best 
world-class care.  But with restrictions 
on visitors, and supports, it’s a 
juggling act. Also, research labs have 
been closed off and on during the 
pandemic, and this has limited some 
of their work, especially into brain 
tumours and solid tumours.  

Bailey’s Day Fellows complete their 
clinical time, and then potentially 
further scholarships and training in 
either clinical or laboratory research, 
which underpins the whole program.  

7



Fraser was diagnosed with a stage 
3, high risk Rhabdomyosarcoma in 
his abdomen in 2015, at the age of 
four.  He underwent intensive 
chemotherapy, surgery and 
radiation therapy which lasted 
about 9 months, guided by Dr 
Peter Downie and Bailey’s Day 
Fellow Dr Sara Khan. Fraser is now 
11, has no evidence of disease, and 
is just about to transition to 
long-term follow up. 

FRASER’S 
STORY

Fraser’s mum Beth says:  
 

“We can’t speak highly enough 
of the care Fraser and our 
whole family receive from 
Peter and his team at Monash 
Children’s Cancer Centre.  
What Bailey’s Day has 
achieved between Bailey’s 
diagnosis and Fraser’s is just 
extraordinary.  Without a 
doubt, the Tessier family 
made my family’s journey so 
much easier.   
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Fellow Dr Sara Khan became 
an essential part of our 
medical team and we all 
developed a strong bond with 
her.  Fraser loved her and 
hospital was a much more fun 
place to be when he knew Sara 
was there!  When we came off 
intensive treatment and into 
the anxious months of 
rehabilitation and recovery, it 
was incredibly reassuring to 
have our follow up 
appointments and the 
continuity of care with her.   
We miss her!” 
 
See an update about what Sara is doing 
now on page 11.
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Dr Steven Keogh is now working as a 
consultant in bone marrow transplant 
and leukaemia at Westmead Children’s 
Hospital, Sydney.

Dr Marty Campbell is working as a 
consultant at the Royal Children’s 
Hospital, Melbourne.  Marty is a senior 
clinician in solid tumours and is on the 
international committee for Wilms 
tumour; he chairs the clinical 
multi-disciplinary meeting for solid 
tumours across the Victoria.

The Bailey’s Day Fellows who have 
been trained at Monash Children’s 
Hospital thanks to the funds raised on 
Bailey’s Day are now working in 
prestigious hospitals and laboratories 
around Australia and overseas. 

BAILEY’S DAY 
FELLOWS 
AN ALUMNI GROUP MAKING AN 
IMPACT AROUND THE WORLD
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Associate Professor Pratiti 
Bandopadhayay completed her PhD 
and started working as a Fellow at the 
Children’s Hospital Boston, with an 
appointment at the Dana-Faber 
Cancer hospital.  She now heads her 
own research lab at the Dana-Faber, 
with a focus concentrating on brain 
cancers in children. She has been in 
Boston now for 7 years and was 
recently awarded a prestigious 
scholarship through the NIH to 
continue the work.  

Dr Seong Lin Khaw completed his 
PhD and started research into specific 
leukaemia resistance, with new drug 
development and clinical trials.  He is 
still very closely involved in this work 
in his laboratory and is a senior 
consultant at RCH in the bone marrow 
transplant team.

Associate Professor Rachel 
Conyers completed her PhD and 
spent 2 years in London at Great 
Ormond Street Hospital. She was 
appointed to the staff at RCH as a 
senior consultant in the bone marrow 
transplant team; is active in childhood 
cancer research and is currently 
medical Director at Melbourne’s Eye 
and Ear hospital.

Dr Ruchira Mishra was appointed as 
a senior consultant to her home 
hospital in India after her 2 years with 
us.

Dr Joanne Padre was a fully qualified 
paediatric haematologist in the 
Phillippines and came to us for 
training specifically in paediatric 
cancer.  She worked with us as a 
Fellow on 2 separate rotations; she 
was going to return to her native 
Philippines but is now married and 
living in Melbourne, working as a 
paediatrician in the community.
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Dr Myooren Wimalendra trained with us 
for 2 years and returned to a consultant 
post in paediatric oncology in the south of 
England.

Dr Carola Titgemeyer was already a 
trained paediatric oncologist when she 
arrived but felt that she needed some 
extra training and decided to come to us.  
She is now a senior consultant in 
paediatric oncology, in the German city of 
Bremen.

Dr Radakrishnan Kottayam completed 
his training in paediatrics in India and was 
with us as a Fellow over 3 years; he 
completed his dual training in oncology 
and haematology, as well as his 
qualifications as a laboratory 
haematologist.  He is now a consultant 
with us at Monash Health and is the prime 
paediatric laboratory haematologist at 
Monash Health.  

Dr Heinz Hengartner completed his 2 
years with us as Fellow and took up a 
consultant post in St Gallen in 
Switzerland.  Heinz is now senior 
consultant, and head of the paediatric 
haematology unit at the Children’s 
Hospital in St Gallen.  Dr Peter Downie 
spent a week with Heinz and his team 
when he was on sabbatical in 2018.  

Dr Eva Brack came to us originally from 
Germany but was training as a paediatric 
oncologist in Switzerland.  She spent 2 
years with us, and returned to Zurich, 
where she has completed a PhD into 
paediatric sarcomas.  Dr Peter Downie 
visited Eva and spent time with her 
research group, and her supervisors, 
when he was on sabbatical in 2018.  Since 
then, she has taken a senior role as a 
consultant, and clinician scientist at the 
children’s hospital in Basel, and we are 
continuing with our collaborations in 
research.

Dr Paul Wood is a senior consultant with 
us at Monash Children’s Hospital.  Paul 
did his PhD on neuroblastoma research 
and is a part of the research team at the 
Hudson Institute as well as the lead 
clinician in brain cancers at Monash 
Children’s Cancer Centre.

Dr Michelle Martin spent 2 years with us 
and has gained experience in leukaemia 
and bone marrow transplants. She has 
joined us this year as a consultant in the 
Children’s Cancer Centre at Monash 
Health.

Dr Yonie Diamond is continuing his 
training and is currently completing time in 
laboratory haematology at the Royal 
Children’s Hospital with the aim of training 
in Sydney in 2022.

Dr Sara Khan is currently doing an 
extension of her Fellowship at the 
prestigious Sick Kids Hospital in Toronto, 
and is completing her PhD into brain 
cancers, specifically into high grade 
gliomas, and diffuse intrinsic pontine 
gliomas.  She will hopefully be returning to 
Monash Health in 2022 and will be able to 
bring back some exciting innovations as 
well as the strong collaborations that she 
has developed while in Toronto. 

Dr Lauren Battaglia is our current Fellow 
and will be taking time off next year to 
look after her newborn baby which is due 
at the end of this year.  We are looking 
forward to having Lauren back to do some 
basic laboratory research and perhaps 
enrol in a PhD for 2023.
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The outbreak of the global pandemic 
moved Bailey’s Day online in 2020, 
when Bailey’s story was told through 
the big-hearted bear to help continue 
Bailey’s legacy.  

In 2022, the Tessier family is committed to 
returning Bailey’s Day to its original format: a 
golf day, auction and luncheon to be held on 
29 March 2022 at Woodlands Golf Club.

BAILEY’S 
DAY 2022 
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“Without community support 
we simply cannot continue to 
do what we do. We need 
ongoing funding for PhD 
scholars and medical staff. 
Thanks to Bailey’s Day, we 
have made important 
advancements in 
understanding childhood 
cancer, essential in our 
search for a cure.”

– Dr Peter Downie

However, with the possibility of 
COVID-19 restrictions still being in 
place and potentially limiting the 
number of people who can attend, our 
ability to raise the funds we need is 
seriously threatened.  Therefore, for 
the first time in the history of Bailey’s 
Day, we are seeking major donors to 
support this incredible cause and keep 
Bailey’s legacy going for another year.
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BAILEY’S DAY SUPPORTER 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

AND DONOR THANK YOU OPPORTUNITIES

   Monash Health & Monash Children’s Hospital 
• Monash Health Foundation Community Impact Report
• A thank you message on Monash Children’s Hospital TVs 

   Bailey’s Day social media  
• Bailey’s Day website
• Bailey’s Day social media (Facebook, Instagram, LinkedIn

   For Your Use  
•    Proud Supporter logo and acknowledgement: 

Exclusive Bailey’s Day logo and acknowledgement for use 
on your website. “Proudly supporting Bailey’s Day and the 
Children’s Cancer Centre at Monash Children’s Hospital”.

   Exclusive Insights 
•  A behind-the-scenes tour of Monash Children’s Hospital 

for up to 6 staff members or clients

•  A live Webex / Zoom with Dr Peter Downie and Patrick 
Tessier for your staff to learn more about Monash 
Children’s Hospital’s Children’s Cancer Centre, the impact 
Bailey’s Day has made and the difference your donation 
will make this year.  

•  Alternatively, a pre-recorded video of Dr Peter Downie 
and Patrick Tessier available for your staff to watch at 
their convenience.

   Event Day 
• Complimentary tickets for four players
• Complimentary breakfast / drinks at bar for four people
• Verbal acknowledgement by MC at lunch
• Written acknowledgement on lunch tables

Bailey’s Day and Monash Children’s Hospital would like to acknowledge and thank you 
for your donation to Bailey’s Day.  There are a number of ways we can do this and the 

team would like to talk through the opportunities with you to find those most appropriate.

To receive a supporter package, please contact Patrick Tessier
Email: patrick@baileysday.com.au   |   Mobile: 0412 685 857
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WE COULDN’T DO IT WITHOUT YOU 

BETTER CARE FOR 
OUR YOUNG CHILDREN 

A message from Dr Peter Downie

A message from Patrick Tessier OAM 



We invite you to become part of 
Bailey’s story and continue his 
legacy into 2022 and beyond.  


